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HABS
RICHARD WATERMAN BOUGSE RY,
L-PROV,
9-
Address: 212 Benefit Street, Providence, Providenca County,

#hode Island.

Lot 428, Flat 12, 113 Benefit Street
in 1844, 143 Benefit Street in 1847, 211 Benefit
Street dn 1866.

Present Quwnex University Club
and Occupant:

Pregent lUse: Restaurans

Brief Statement This is a large, brick house, built in the 1820's,
of Significance: and extensively remodeled in the mid-13th centuxy.

PART I. HISTORICAL, INFORMATION
L., Originel and subsequent owners:

1826 Nethan ¥Waterman sells to Hufus VWaoterman, merchent,
1 certain lot of land on the Efly side of Benefit Street
beginning at a point 58' from the N/ Wiy corner of Earle

D Pearce's lot on said Benefit Street thence N/ly at right
angles on the grantor's land 110', thence /1y parallel
with seid Benefit Street 42!, thence W/ly, bounding &1y

on a strip of land contemplated to be thrown oub for a
gangway of 16' widih between granted Lot and grantor's other
land 110' {0 place of beginning, it being expressly under-
stood and agreed that the strip of land or gaugway is 1o
remain open as a pegsageway at all times for the mutual
benefit of the grantor end granitee. - Deed Book 52, page

42 In Providence City Hall.

1830 WIllL Rufus Waoterman: "I also give and bequeath
o my son Richerd Webtermen the free use and improvemeni of
the lot of land situsted on Benefit Sireet which was con-
veyed to me by my brother Nathan Weterman by iwo deeds
(Deed Book 52, page 42 and Deed Book 52, page 279) togebher
-with the NEW BRICK HOUSE thereon and ell the privileges
during the termm of 10 ycars after my deceasc and I value
the same at $10,000. At the expirstion of 10 years, he may
exchange it for my estate in Olneyville velued abt 39000 or
if he wishes neither I hereby authorize my executor (son
Richard) to sell and dispose of said Estetes or such one

ag he mey elect not o teke, at Public Auction.- Yills
Book 13, page 478 in Providence City Hall.
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1855 YILL Richard Vetermen: ",..I glso give and deviee
to my said daughter, Zmily, the use, occupeiion and improve-
ment of the house, land and buildings comprising the Homestead
Zstate vhere I now reside...and nume my nephew Rufus Waterman,

trustes."~ ¥Wills Book 12, page 96 1n Providence City Hall.
1885 WILL Emily ¥sterman: Devises all her Estate to
her cousin Bufus Weterman. - Wills Book 30, page 324 in

Providence City Hall.

1893 INDENTURE Rufus Vaterman grants to William H Jood,
in trust, the following parcels of land..."SIXTH: That parcel

of land with the DWELLING HOUSE, Barn and other improvements
thereon known as the Weterman Estate, running back from Benefit
St /1y to Wetermsn Street, bounding 51y on said Bartlett

1ot 2nd N/1ly on the next parcel herein deseribed. SEVENTH:
That lot at the junction of Benefit and jiaterman Streets

in seid City of Providence 8djoining said ¥eterman Estate

and know as the Honument 1ot containing sbout 4000 sq. £t."

- Deed Book 373, page 420 in Providence City Hall,

1895 #m H Wood, trustee w'w of Rufus Waterman sells to
the R I Investment Company two percels of land on the E/ly
side of Benefit Street joining each other. - Deed Book 393,

page 418 in Providence City Hall (Subject 1o Geprze H Burnham)

1897 George H Burnham, commissioner, eells to the R, I.
Investment Compeny for $1650 st public auction, they being
the hlghegt deder that Lot of land bounded %/ly on Benefii
Streetl and W/ ly, Y/ﬁly, and £,/1y upon end curving with B
Waterman 5t raﬁt and S/1y by and engling with that other land =
of said B, I. Iaovesiment Company formerly known as the
Waterman Homestesd Estate, being the lot of land here-

tofor known as the Waterman Burisl Lot of the Waternman

Monunent lot. - Deed Book 413, page 499 in Providence City
Hell. T
1908 B I Investment Company sells to the University

Club thai lot of land with 211 buildings and improvements, .

being the same conveyed to the said R. I. Investment Company_ﬁ_:-““'

by William H .jood in 1825 and by George H Burnham, commis~
sioner in 1897. : . -

From Providence Direciory

1828 to 1856 Richard Waterman, Paper manufacturer

1844 to 1847  Ssrah Thompson (nee Waterman)

1858 to 1885 Zmily Weterman, daughuer of Richard.
Taught at Meeting St. School R

1889 to 1892  Rev. Charles Babcock, rector of Grace Churohﬁj

1894........ Rufus Weterman . o DAY

1900:..... .. University Club
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‘ _ B. Date of Erection: 1826-30

. Notes on elterations and addiiions: OFf bhe original 1820°s
nouse, only the entrance porch with 2 double [flight of stairs
would seen to be unaliered. The house showe clearly in a
photogreph of Providence teaken in 1844, reproduced as the
frontigpiece in intolnette ¥. Downing, Esrly Homes of Khode
Islong (Richmend: Gearrett and lassie, 1937). In this view,
the facade ig divided in five beys instead of the presant
threc bays, and the house is only two slories high with a
balustraded hip roof and & high monitor. The facade, in 1is
over-all orgenization as well as its debail, is similar o
the houses builit on College Hill in the 18507s and 1860's.
The interior has been remodeled at several different ftimes.
A large, modern, dining room wing, one story high, has been
added to the north side, and other wings on the south and
east {rear) sides,

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey
for the Providence Prsservation Scclety
May 1963,

. &, Genergl Stetement

1. JArchitectural character: This is a large, brick house,
built in the 1820's and extensively remodeled later.
IL preserves an elegant porch from the 1820's and
itg facade was remodeled to conferm to ithe style of the
1850's =nd 1860's.

2., Condition of fabric: GCood.
B. Technical Descripiion of Exterior

1. COver-sll dimensions: Main block sbout 45' squere, three
stories high, elevated basement on.the front, three-bay
facade on the west, lalter wings added on the sides and
the rear.

2. Foundations: Regular coursed ashler on the front, field-
stone on the sides and rear.

3. Wall congtruction: Brick, lsid in running bond, painted
red.

4. Porches, stoops: Entrance porch probably the only original
S feature remeining, Porch at main floor level, approached
. E - by wo opposed flights of granite steps ziong the front
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of the house, 13 steps high, with simple iron reilings.
One-story porch with slender, paired Ioniec columns st
the front corners, {lat pilasters at the wall, Ionic
enteblature with bzlustrade.

Chimneys: Four brick chimneys in the main block in the
cutside, end wells,

Openings:

a. Doowvays and doors: Originel doorway in plzee with
rogsctted, molded archiiraves, The basement door-
?uy undéer the entrence porch is & typicsl Jollege
Hill festure, Front door repleced.

b. sindows: Double-hung windows, six-1ight sash,
stone gills and lintels; third-sitory windows have .
segmental &rched heads, window cornices sre & iypleal
mid-19th century detaLl.

Roof
&, Shape, covering: Hip roof, asphell shingles.
b. Cornice. Modillion comice, large scale details.

Technical Descripiion of Interior

Floor plans: Central-hall plan, originally with four
rooms Per floor apparently. First floor now has double
parlors on the south side of the central hall, rooms on
the north side now joined with later dining room wing,
kitchens in ihe resr,

Stairways: Hain stairway in central hall typical of the
1860's, U-shape, two runs with landing, heavy twned .
balusters, ramped molded rsil, newel post, in the form
of & Poric colonette, sitep ends decorated with applied
seroll decorations, stairway continues to third floor,
plain stairway soffits.

Flooring: Laler parguet floors.

Wsll and ceiling finish: Plzin plastered Walls and
ceilings, some simple chair rails.

Doorweys and doors: Paneled doors, melded mitered
architraves on doorways. Some doorweys in the Year
part of the house have later, segmentél arched tops.

Hardwere:. Some silver plated hardware.
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7. Lighting: Eleetric

8. Hesting: Central. Originel one-story wood mentel in
the southesst room on first floor,

Site

1. Orientation and general setling: The house is siiuated
at the southeast corner of Benefit and Walterman Streeis,
fecing west, on the sidewalk line at the front, on =
sloping lot with the bssement su ground level on the -
wast.

2. Walke: Brick or concreve sidewslks,

3. Lendscaping: Informal planting ares around wing on
ncrbhr side of main block.

Prepered by fntoinette F. Downing
for the Providence Preservation Soclety
and
Osmund R. Overby
Yale University
fugust 1961




